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     Scene: a church. 
 
     JO brings in a large laundry basket full of turtleneck shirts. 
     She sets the basket down. She goes to the baptismal font  
     and dips her fingers into the water. She makes the sign of  
     the cross on her forehead. She returns to the laundry  
     basket. She lays a robe on the altar. She lays each shirt  
     carefully on a pew in perfect order. Then JO exits. 
 
     A pause. 
 
     CONNIE enters followed closely by MEL, CARLA, and  










































It’s a prayer service. (She demonstrates.) They take the cross from over… there… and lays it 

















Well, then, let’s move it. (She moves to the cross and tries to pick it up) Whoah! It’s heavy. 
















I think the three of us can do it. 
 




Okay everybody; we don’t have much time in here. Connie, did you bring  the props? Please say 






















(furious) What? Again? This is impossible. We have two hours to work in  here before Sunday 









I don’t care. Just get it out of here. And then, Carla, you get the line-through going. Okay? I’ll try 
































There’s a stand around here somewhere. Back here, I think. 
MEL: 
 




















Let’s just get the line-through going. 
 






















































(sotto voce) It’s embarrassing. 
 


















































He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, 
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their 
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save 
it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can 
they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in 
the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 
















































(She enunciates extravagantly with sneering reference to MICHAEL) He’s not picking on you, 













































(ignoring BEN) Before we lose the whole day here, can we do a little work? Can we – that cross 












No, we were talking about what it would mean to really, uhm, deny yourself, and take up your 
















If we don’t get some rehearsal tie in here, I’m going to cancel the show. Now, can we just move 















They were wondering what it would mean to do like Jesus said: “If any want to become my 













































Well, when you think about it, it’s a ridiculous idea, isn’t it? 2000 years ago they hang a guy on a 












So you say. But how do you know? It’s impossible. You know what I mean, don’t you? 




What I know is that we’re getting ready to perform a religious play here in this church and 













(making a decision) I know what you mean and I can’t do it. I can’t be in this right now. Maybe 









Great! That’s great! Perfect! Thank you very much, everyone. Now, who’s going to take the role 
of Jesus? (She looks from actor to actor) 
 












(Putting on the robe that Michael was to wear) “If any want to become my followers, let them 








So, who’ll help? 
 
























(firmly) … and follow Jesus. 
 












I can try. 
 
     MICHELLE goes to where the cross is lying, CARLA  




Well, what do you think, Sidney? Should we give it a try? Pick up this cross and put it where it’s 




Most certainly. Pick it up, or don’t pick it up. It makes no difference to me. If you think I’m 
going to participate in this sort of amateur approach  to theatre, you can think again. If you get 








Okay everybody. Let’s pick it up. 
 
     CARLA, MICHELLE, CONNIE and BEN place themselves  
     at various points around the cross and raise it up. It’s  

















































































Are we just going to walk out of here after this huge ordeal? I mean, now we’ve got that cross up 




















How about this: I know some people who do this as they leave the church. (She walks to the 
baptismal font, dips her fingers in, and makes the sign of the cross on her forehead.) I never 
knew why before. (Exits.) 
 
     CARLA, BEN, CONNIE and MICHELLE exit the church.  
     On their way out, some or all of them put their fingers into  
     the baptismal water and make the sign of the cross on their  
     forehead or breast. 
 
     Pause. 
 
     JO enters with a large empty laundry basket. She sets the  
     basket on the floor. She goes to the baptismal font and dips  
     her finger in the water and makes the sign of the cross on  
     her forehead. She picks up the shirts from the floor where  
     they have been strewn during the course of the play and  
     places them in the basket. She picks up the robe from the  
     altar and places it in the basket. Then, on second thought,  
     she places the robe on the altar. Then JO exits, carrying  
     the basket full of costumes. 
 
 
 
 
END 
